SUMMER READING 2010
Dear Parents and Students, 


Another year has gone by, and we want to wish you a happy summer! While we want you to rest and relax this summer, we also want you to exercise your mind and your heart by reading some great books. This summer, the task of the entire school community (including all parents, students and faculty) is to read This I Believe: The Personal Philosophies of Remarkable Men and Women (edited by Jay Allison and Dan Gediman). This book will be a focus of discussion when we return to school in the fall.  

Please read Studs Terkel’s foreword to This I Believe (xvii) and Edward R. Murrow’s “Introduction to the 1950s ‘This I Believe’ Radio Series (269).  Read at least twelve of the twenty authors listed below.  Then, choose at least three more authors who appeal to you.  In other words, you must read at least fifteen essays in addition to Terkel’s foreword and Murrow’s introduction. Of course, you are welcome to read the entire book.  We just need some common authors for close reading and discussion: Sarah Adams (7); Isabel Allende (13); Leonard Bernstein (19); Albert Einstein (58); Bill Gates (71); Martha Graham (84); Temple Grandin (87); Jane Hamill (103); Oscar Hammerstein II (106);  Joy Harjo (112); Helen Keller (138);  Azar Nafisi (171); Gregory Orr (175); Eboo Patel (178); Jackie Robinson (197); Eleanor Roosevelt (201); Carl Sandburg (207); Colleen Shaddox (214); Gloria Steinem (228); Arnold Toynbee (241).


In addition to this required reading, we require that each student read at least two other books. One is assigned and one should be chosen from the list of suggestions below.  

NINTH GRADE
Introduction to Literature
Required Reading: Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes and choose one from the following list: 

The Diary of Anne Frank – Anne Frank

The Old Man and the Sea – Ernest Hemingway

To Kill a Mockingbird – Harper Lee

The Princess Bride – William Goldman

The House on Mango Street – Sandra Cisneros

Annie John – Jamaica Kincaid

Flatland – Edward Abbot

The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie – Muriel Spark

The Secret Life of Bees – Sue Monk Kidd

The Book Thief – Markus Zusak

TENTH GRADE
World Literature:  Ideas of the Self
Required Reading:  HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haroun_and_the_Sea_of_Stories" \o "Haroun and the Sea of Stories" Haroun and the Sea of Stories by Salman Rushdie and choose one from the list below:

Candide -- Voltaire

Alice in Wonderland & Through the Looking Glass (both) – Lewis Carroll

1984 – George Orwell

A Clockwork Orange – Anthony Burgess

Night – Elie Weisel 

The Sound of Waves –Yukio Mishima

Woman Warrior – Maxine Hong Kingston

The Handmaid’s Tale – Margaret Atwood

The Road From Coorain – Jil Ker Conway

Maus – Art Spiegelman

The House of the Spirits – Isabel Allende

The Namesake – Jhumpa Lahiri 
 

ELEVENTH GRADE
American Literature
Required reading:  The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger, and choose one from the list below: 

Cannery Row – John Steinbeck

The Sun Also Rises – Ernest Hemingway

The Awakening – Kate Chopin

Their Eyes Were Watching God – Zora Neale Hurston

Death Comes for the Archbishop – Willa Cather

The Unvanquished –William Faulkner

Franny and Zooey – J.D. Salinger

Dharma Bums – Jack Kerouac

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest – Ken Kesey

Housekeeping – Marilynne Robinson

The Things They Carried – Tim O’Brien

A Blessing –Gregory Orr

Assassination Vacation or The Wordy Shipmates – Sarah Vowel

TWELFTH GRADE

British Literature
Required reading:  The Picture of Dorian Gray – Oscar Wilde, and choose one from the list below: 

Jane Eyre – Charlotte Brontë

Wuthering Heights – Emily Brontë

Rebecca – Daphne du Maurier

Burmese Days – George Orwell

A Passage to India or Howards End – E.M. Forster

Dubliners – James Joyce

Brighton Beach – Graham Greene

The Commitments – Roddy Doyle

High Fidelity – Nick Hornby

Atonement  or Amsterdam – Ian McEwan

On Beauty – Zadie Smith (modeled after Howards End)
________________________________________________________________________

And for those truly ambitious individuals who would enjoy a few extra suggestions that fall under no other category than “Further Reading”: 

The Iliad – Homer

The Inferno – Dante Alighieri

The Prince – Niccolo Machiavelli

Don Quixote—Miguel de Cervantes

Middlemarch—George Elliot 

Moby Dick – Herman Melville

One Hundred Years of Solitude – Gabriel Garcia Marquez

On the Road – Jack Kerouac

Beloved – Toni Morrison

Song of the Dodo – David Quammen 
 
Plays by Arthur Miller, Lillian Hellman, August Wilson, Athol Fugard.   

A collection of poems by: Whitman, Dickinson, Wordsworth, Yeats, Auden, Neruda, Frost, Wallace Stevens, William Carlos Williams, Sylvia Plath, Billy Collins; Charlottesville poets:  Charles Wright, Rita Dove, Gregory Orr. 

